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This fascinating book provides a detailed history of one of the most famous, and controversial,

firearms manufacturers, and its products. Smith & Wesson was founded in 1852 by two men,

Horace Smith and Daniel B. Wesson who shared a dream of developing a new type of firearm, one

capable of being fired repeatedly without the annoyance of having to reload with loose powder, ball,

and primer. Their ideas moved firearms manufacturing out of the muzzleloading era that had

dominated the industry since the invention of the hand cannon in the 14th century.Since then, the

company has produced countless pistols and revolvers that have become standard issue to police

and armed forces throughout the world, and which have also been used by sport shooters and

criminals. In addition, these famous firearms have been featured in several sensational Hollywood

movies, including Dirty Harry.Complete with more than 200 full-color photographs, this stunning

book describes the range of Smith & Wesson firearms in detail, and features cutaway drawings to

show the mechanisms, along with detailed technical evaluations. As well as being of interest to

enthusiasts and historians, it will be an excellent reference work and an invaluable guide for

collectors. It is part of a series of books on famous firearms by the same author, which includes The

History of Colt Firearms and The History of Winchester Firearms.



This book has been pretty roundly panned by reviewers on this forum, and it's true, this book coulda

been, shoulda been better, but it's not entirely without merit.It seems that Dean K. Boorman is more

of a historian writing about guns than a pure "gun-guy," and some of the errors in this book seem

attributable to poor editing rather than poor research, but then on page 24, for example, he refers to

a model being introduced in June, 1861, two months "before" the firing on Fort Sumter to begin the

Civil War. Many readers will catch this rather egregious error right away (the event was in April,

1861).On page 45 he refers to the .32 S&W Long cartridge as being a half-inch longer than the .32

S&W. Actually, the case is .32 longer, and the factory loaded cartridge is .35 longer. There just

doesn't seem to be any good excuse for errors such as these (but ".99mm caliber" on page 73 is so

idiotic that this just had to be inserted by someone other than the author, right?)Also, he habitually

refers to guns as ".32in caliber" for example. This is at least an odd way to express caliber, and

maybe even a little annoying. Using .32 in or .32 caliber makes perfect sense and is in line with

convention, but .32 in caliber is a tautology and diminishes the sense that the writer is truly

expert.But I do have some positive things to say about this work. First of all, the many pictures in

this book are more than just "coffee-table-book" dress-up; they represent a really fruitful search, and

their diversity and quality is admirable. There are interesting pictures in this book, especially those

of historical nature, you won't likely see elsewhere.Another good thing about the pictures included is

that there are many photos of representative production guns. This sounds normal enough, but in

my opinion some books by collectors go overboard on exceedingly rare and highly embellished

pieces that are so far from the mainstream as to be of minimal interest to a reader who is not a

millionaire specialist collector, which would include 99.99% of all readers, including me.A reader

who is a beginner on the subject, having read this book cover to cover, would come away with a

good working knowledge of the subject -- there is some exceedingly elementary content here. He or

she can then unlearn the mistakes and overcome the errata. But there are also tidbits here and

there for the more advanced reader. Whether or not such tidbits are worth the price of admission is

up to the individual purchaser. The answer is not a flat "no."

There are some nice pictures in this book, and some interesting stories. If you can find it at a

discount store, then it may be worth the purchase price.The writing style leaves a lot to be desired.

It's as if the author did not know anything about firearms, and was writing the book using interviews

and publications. The inaccuracies are plentiful (almost every paragraph), and some of them are

amusing (ever hear of a .99mm?). Entire chapters are nothing more than a description of what is in

the S&W catalog.Reminds me of a travel book I purchased in Prague about 15 years ago. Has great



pictures, but it was translated into English by somebody who did not speak English. The words may

be English, but you can't read it because it makes absolutely no sense.

As a collector AND afficionado, this book and the Standard Catalog of Smith and Wesson will get

me what I need. One size seldom fits all, and I believe it is unfair to expect such from a single book.

This attactive edition provides interesting information, very nice photographs, and (particularly neat)

two pages devoted to pictures of the TWELVE REVOLVERS and their engraving, AND an

explanatory drawing of the triple lock system. There are other books for the deadly serious

collectors; this is simply a nice overview with a lot of good stuff.

Of all of the Smith & Wesson books on the market and I own them all, this is the poorest excuse I

have ever seen. The text is not only juvenile in content but inaccurate as well. There are some

excellent photographs, and as a picture book it's not bad. Just don't read it.

this book, long awaited, is full of errors and mislabelings.. Contains very little useful collector

infomrmation. A coffee table book for casual interest.No addition whatever to knowledge of this

field.Best done without.

Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson (Standard Catalog of Smith and Wesson) The History of

Smith & Wesson Firearms Guns: Weapons Guide for Total Beginners - Guns, Colts Revolvers and

Rifles (Firearms training - Firearms for Beginners - Firearms Books Book 1) Smith & Wesson Hand

Guns Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson Standard Catalog of Military Firearms: The Collector's

Price and Reference Guide (Standard Catalog of Military Firearms: The Collector's Price &

Reference Guide) The Gun Digest Book of Firearms Assembly/Disassembly Part V - Shotguns:

Shotguns Pt.5 (Gun Digest Book of Firearms Assembly/Disassembly: Part 5 Shotguns) By Their

Father's Hand: The True Story of the Wesson Family Massacre Smith and Robersonâ€™s Business

Law (Smith & Roberson's Business Law) Smith's Bible Dictionary by William Smith (867 Pages

Comprehensive Dictionary) Smith & Hawken: Hands On Gardener: Seeds and Propagation (Smith

& Hawken the Hands-On Gardener) Index to the Works of Adam Smith (Glasgow Edition of the

Works and Correspondence of Adam Smith, The) Rob & Smith's Operative Surgery: Atlas of

General Surgery, 3Ed (Rob & Smith's Operative Surgery Series) World History, Ancient History,

Asian History, United States History, European History, Russian History, Indian History, African

History. ( world history) Firearms: An Illustrated History Ruger & His Guns: A History of the Man, the

http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/KPyMD/the-history-of-smith-wesson-firearms.pdf?r=5xXUsJU%2BlVZJEkf4yzceaGYIBTGi785xDpxr6IWO9sY%3D


Company & Their Firearms Winchester: An American Legend: The Official History of Winchester

Firearms and Ammunition from 1849 to the Present From Musket to Metallic Cartridge: A Practical

History of Black Powder Firearms The Illustrated History of Guns: From First Firearms to

Semiautomatic Weapons American Gun: A History of the U.S. in Ten Firearms (P.S.) 

https://emelda-penunuri.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://emelda-penunuri.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://emelda-penunuri.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://emelda-penunuri.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

